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Ecosystem Services. 
Built for Producers. 
Backed by Science. 

ESMC is a non-profit, member-based organization launching 
a national scale ecosystem services market program for 
agriculture to recognize and reward Producers for their 
environmental services to society. 

The ESMC market program is pilot testing the entire program and will 
launch in 2022. ESMC’s market program is science and outcomes 
focused and not practice specific, meaning Producers have autonomy 
to decide which practice changes are best suited to their operation 
based on a menu of specific practices/systems.  

Focusing first and foremost on farmers and ranchers, ESMC’s market 
program is designed to encourage sustainable agricultural production 
systems that create sound social, economic, and environmental 
outcomes that benefit producers, local communities, consumers, and 
society. 

What makes ESMC different? 
Non-profit: ESMC maximizes environmental impact and producer 
income by delivering as much of the value back to farmers and 
ranchers as possible. 

Scientific rigor: ESMC protocols have the strongest scientific basis 
possible to provide confidence, integrity and trust for investors, buyers, 
and sellers of agricultural ecosystem credits in ESMC's market program. 

Multiple credits: ESMC’s national program pays producers for all 
quantifiable impacts simultaneously: carbon credits and water quality, 
water use conservation, and habitat and biodiversity enhancement and 
protection. ESMC rewards producers for multiple land stewardship 
benefits. 

Multiple markets: ESMC’s market program generates credits where 
demand exists, including voluntary carbon markets, compliance water 
markets, and separately, corporate supply chain reporting to reduce 
agricultural environmental footprints. That doubles the opportunities 
for producers to be paid for their beneficial outcomes. 

Outcomes, not practices: ESMC protocols measure outcomes on 
farms and ranches. We do not require specific practices but allow 
producers flexibility to choose from among practices that can generate 
credits, so producers can manage their operations to work best for 
them. 



  

This project provides soy and corn farmers an 
opportunity to participate in an ESMC pilot to 
test protocols for carbon removals, net 
greenhouse gas reductions, and water quality 
quantification and credit generation. The 
project will stack these credits to meet 
corporate reporting requirements and 
improve agricultural resilience. It originated 
from local agricultural community and 
agribusiness interest in developing long-term 
financial incentives for sustainably managed 
farmland. 

The project is focused on acres that have corn 
and soybean cropping systems with a heavy 
dairy or livestock component in Central and 
South Minnesota to help farmers understand 
how their improved soil health practices 
translate into economic benefits. It’s a full-
support project:  
• ESMC is quantifying, monitoring, and verifying

outcomes from the project to certify the credits
and the protocols, and selling the credits to pay
farmers.

• MN TNC is developing an enrollment specialist
training to guide producers through the ESMC
program.

• Organizations (CentraSota Cooperative and
Stearns County Soil & Water Conservation
District) are partnering with the pilot to assist in
data collection for producers. These
organizations have worked with ESMC to provide
valuable feedback on the data collection process.

• MN Dept of Ag Water Quality Cert Program, MN
Pollution Control Agency, and TetraTech are
developing a framework for water quality credits
within the state of MN.

ESMC and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) 

Minnesota Pilot Project 

“North America has always served as 
the breadbasket to the world. We 
are showing that through best-
management practices and targeted 
conservation projects we can 
achieve a triple win: lower farming 
costs, produce more food, and 
conserve healthy lands and waters 
for the next generation,” Leif Fixen, 
Agriculture Strategy Manager, TNC 

Project Details 
Project Launch Year: 2020 

Project Location: Central and Southern 
Minnesota 

Credits Generated: Carbon removals, 
Greenhouse Gas reductions, Water 
Quality 

Production Systems: Soy, Corn 

Targeted Acreage: 50,000 

Project Partners and Funders: Funding 
from the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture’s Agricultural Water Quality 
Certification Program and TNC. Project 
partners Stearns County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, AgCentric, AURI, 
Centra Sota Cooperative, Environmental 
Initiative, Field to Market, Headwaters 
Agriculture Sustainability Partnership, 
Houston Engineering, Land O’Lakes 
Truterra, MBOLD, Midwest Dairy, 
Minnesota Milk Producers Association, 
Minnesota Board of Water & Soil 
Resources, Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, Syngenta, and the University of 
Minnesota Forever Green Initiative. 
Interventions: Cover crops, tillage 
reduction (conservation tillage or no till) 
and nutrient management. 

http://www.ecosystemservicesmarket.org/
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