
BIODIVERSITY PILOT Program

Missouri farmers have an opportunity to expand pollinator-friendly 

landscapes through a first-of-its-kind pilot project that quantifies and 

certifies biodiversity credits. The entirely voluntary program is being 

launched in partnership with the Missouri Corn Merchandising Council, 

Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council, Missouri Department of 

Conservation, MFA Incorporated, Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever, and 

the Ecosystem Services Market Consortium (ESMC). 

Farmers who choose to enroll will have the low-risk opportunity to 

create or enhance pollinator habitat within existing or new field borders, 

buffers, waterways, or on other non-productive agricultural ground while 

generating biodiversity credits. Once quantified, verified, and certified, the 

biodiversity credits can be made available or combined with agricultural 

carbon and water quality credits for purchase to interested buyers 

through ESMC’s national ecosystem services market program.

The two-year pilot project began in November 2021 and is slated to 

continue through 2023.

(573) 635-3819   |   www.mocarbonpilot.com

Partnership Opens Doors to Explore Carbon 
Markets, Ecosystem Credits and Trading 

Farmers considering conservation 
practices are great candidates for 
this pilot project.
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• The program will quantify and certify biodiversity credits on enrolled acres from establishing new or enhancing existing 
high-quality pollinator habitat within field borders, buffers, contour buffer strips, waterways, or other non-productive 
agriculture grounds. 

• Farmers considering or currently using conservation practices, such as edge of field buffers, prairie contour strips, CRP, 
and/or grass waterways, are great candidates for this pilot project. 

Enrollment
• There are no minimum acreage limits, although it is recommended that 

the farmer enrolls one continuous acre across the set of fields. Farmers can 
choose to phase in more acres over time. 

• During the Missouri biodiversity pilot, there will be a limited number of 
total acres that can be enrolled.

 • In the pilot project, farmer contracts with ESMC are for the length of the 
2-year project. At the conclusion of the pilot, farmers may have the option 
to roll into either a 5 or a 10-year contract. 

• There is no cost to enroll in the pilot. 

Payment
Farmers who participate in this pilot have the potential to generate certified 
biodiversity credits that can be sold following certification of the credits. 
Incentive payments will be offered to farmers to offset cost associated with 
establishment and maintenance of the enrolled acres. 

About ESMC
Ecosystem Services Market Consortium is a non-profit organization 
that works to compensate farmers and ranchers for the value of positive 
environmental impacts made through the adoption of sustainable agricultural 
production systems. 

The Missouri Corn, Missouri Soybean, Missouri Department 
of Conservation, MFA, Pheasants Forever, and Quail Forever 
staff will be available to assist in the enrollment process.  
To get started, visit www.mocarbonpilot.com.

There is no cost to the farmer to 
enroll in the pilot, and incentive 
payments will be offered to keep 
this a low-risk opportunity.

(573) 635-3819   |   www.mocarbonpilot.com
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